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SUBCOMMITTEE ON VESSEL SERVICES
2010 report of activities

(Document presented by the Delegation of Jamaica)
SUBCOMMITTEE ON VESSEL SERVICES
Report
I. Introduction:
The Subcommittee on Vessel Services presents its report on the Work Plan activities accomplished during the period 2010, as well as the Work Plan and activities to be achieved in 2011.

Jamaica regrets its non participation in this important meeting, which is due to circumstances beyond our control and thank the delegation of Mexico for presenting the report. 


1.Objectives:

To develop activities aimed at the ongoing improvement of the services provided by the companies and organizations of the port community to vessels, during their transit through access channels and while remaining in port waters, so that such services may be carried out efficiently, reliably, safely, and at reasonable costs.


2.Members:

Chair: Jamaica

Vice-chair: Mexico

Members: Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, United States and  Venezuela

II. 2010 Work Plan and activities accomplished during 2010
Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES.4 (XI-10) “Subcommittee on Vessel Services” includes the following work plan for 2010: 

1. To hold a seminar on “Branding Strategies for Cruise Destinations” under the supervision of Barbados and with the support of the Caribbean Maritime Institute (CMI) of Jamaica for four days, aimed at improving the quality of port services for cruise ship tourism in Member States (September 2010).

· The seminar "Branding for Cruise Destinations: Creating the Iconic Cruise Destination", was held from September 8th to 10th, 2010 in Bridgetown, Barbados. The seminar was organized by the Barbados Port Inc and the Secretariat of the CIP, with the accreditation of the Caribbean Maritime Institute (CMI).The delegation of Barbados will be pleased to elaborate on the details of this very successful seminar. (Final report CECIP/doc. 23/11)
2. To design and maintain an electronic database on the performance of tourism in cruise ships in Member States, previously identifying the information that they should provide (e.g., expenses per stopover, arrival and departure of passengers, itinerary initiatives, etc.).

· The document “Cruise Tourism on the CIP States,” (CECIP/doc.27/11, attached) is a consultation form that is intended to create a database about the Cruise Tourism in the CIP Member States. In summary, a database model was developed by the Secretariat and transmitted to members electronically. Each destination/member has been invited to create a database of information which will be transmitted to members on a quarterly basis. Each destination/country has been invited to designate a person that will be responsible for the in-country data collection and transmission. The Delegation of Barbados/the Secretariat will compile the data for dissemination.  
3. To create a database on river ports and navigable waterways to determine the types of vessels and ports, and the issues that arise when using the latter (2010, 2011).

· We await information on this activity from the Delegation of Paraguay.
4. To hold a seminar on river ports and waterways under the supervision of Paraguay and with the technical support of Argentina, Brazil and Ecuador (second half 2010).

· The Delegation of Paraguay postponed this seminar for 2011
5. To prepare a list of regional dredging companies to improve the exchange of information with regards to these services.

· The information is still currently being compiled by the Delegation of Jamaica and will constitute one of the activities for 2011
6. To conduct a preliminary study on the connectivity between the river ports in the Amazon basin that includes Brazil, Ecuador and Peru, and where each country contributes with its own information.

· We await information on this activity from the Delegations of Brazil, Ecuador and Peru.
7. To examine the safety provided to vessels and navigation in general with new technological advances, such as AIS Systems and Long-range identification.

· We await information from the Delegation of Argentina on this activity
III.  Work Plan for 2011:
1. To update and collect an electronic database on the performance of tourism in cruise ships in Member States, previously identifying the information that they should provide (e.g., expenses per stopover, arrival and departure of passengers, itinerary initiatives, etc.).

2. To hold a hemispheric seminar on cruise ship tourism in Central and South America.
3. To create a database on river ports and navigable waterways to determine the types of vessels and ports, and the issues that arise when using the latter.
4. To hold a seminar on river ports and waterways under the supervision of Paraguay and with the technical support of Argentina, Brazil and Ecuador.
5. To prepare a list of regional dredging companies to improve the exchange of information with regards to these services.

6. To conduct a preliminary study on the connectivity between the river ports in the Amazon basin that includes Brazil, Ecuador and Peru, and where each country contributes with its own information.

7. To examine the safety provided to vessels and navigation in general with new technological advances, such as AIS Systems and Long-range identification.
The Delegation of Jamaica notes the difficulty in communicating with the Delegation of some members of the Subcommittee and the lack of response to request for information on activities to be carried out by them. The Committee looks forward to obtaining more timely responses in the future.

Delegation of Jamaica

March 10, 2011
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